
EL Upper Primary 
Webinar
For best viewing experience, please use the Zoom application.
Music is being played in the background. 
Do ensure that you are able to hear the audio.



What will be covered today
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Writing

• Situational Writing & Continuous Writing

Reading Comprehension

• Selected Open-Ended Questions



EL Components 
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Components EL FEL

Oral 30 marks 30 marks

Listening Comprehension 20 marks 20 marks

Writing 55 marks 40 marks

Language Use 95 marks 60 marks

Total 200 marks 150 marks



EL Paper 1 - Writing

EL FEL Duration

Situational Writing 15 marks 10 marks

1h 10 mins
Continuous Writing 40 marks 30 marks

Total 55 marks 40 marks
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SITUATIONAL 
WRITING
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Situational Writing

Purpose and Intent

• Write creatively for a variety of purposes, audiences, 

contexts and cultures

• Write to respond to a given situation
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Situational Writing

Types

email

letter

report

Purpose

to inform

to make a request

to recommend

to commend

Tone

formal

(people in authority / 
people you do not 

know)

informal

(family & 
friends)
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The Process

Understanding 
the situation

Understanding 
the task

Determining 
the P.A.C

Searching for 
Key 

Information
Writing Checking
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1. Understanding the Situation

◦The situation 

depicted in 

◦a picture or 

◦a series of  

pictures.

Please refer to 

PSLE 2020 Paper 1 

Question Paper
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Please refer to 

PSLE 2018 Paper 1 

Question Paper



2. Understanding the Task
3. Determining the PAC

◦Purpose

◦Audience

◦Context 

(Tone: formal / informal)
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Please refer to PSLE 2018 Paper 1 Question Paper



4. Searching for Key information
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Please refer to PSLE 2018 Paper 1 Question Paper



5. Writing

6. Checking

Dear Mr Tan,

My name is Peter Lee. I am a prefect. I am writing this email to inform you of an

incident which took place on 26 September 2018.

I was on duty at the canteen at 10.15am when the incident happened. John. John Ong

was queuing in front of the noodles stall when another student, Gina Lim, pushed him

and jumped the queue. Gina asked John to let her purchase her food first as she was

really hungry. However, John refused and was unhappy with Gina as he was first in the

queue. Also, he had nearly landed on the floor when she pushed him. Gina flatly

denied that he was lying.

At that moment, I approached the two of them and asked them to stop causing a

commotion in the canteen. I told them I had no choice but to inform you about the

incident. I hope you would look into this matter. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Lee

• relating the incident to 

the Discipline Master, 

Mr Tan, in a email

• including all the key 

information in 

grammatically 

correct sentences

• using an appropriate 

tone 12



How the writing 

piece is assessed

Task fulfilment (6 marks)

• key information

• clear purpose, audience, 
context and tone

Language and organisation   
(9 marks) 

• paragraphing, grammar, 
spelling, punctuation, 
sentence structure, 
sequencing of  information

Dear Mr Tan,

My name is Peter Lee. I am a prefect. I am writing this email to inform you of an

incident which took place on 26 September 2018.

I was on duty at the canteen at 10.15am when the incident happened. John. John Ong

was queuing in front of the noodles stall when another student, Gina Lim, pushed him

and jumped the queue. Gina asked John to let her purchase her food first as she was

really hungry. However, John refused and was unhappy with Gina as he was first in the

queue. Also, he had nearly landed on the floor when she pushed him. Gina flatly

denied that he was lying.

At that moment, I approached the two of them and asked them to stop causing a

commotion in the canteen. I told them I had no choice but to inform you about the

incident. I hope you would look into this matter. Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Lee 13
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Situational 

Writing package 

• Question booklet

• Answer booklet
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How you can help your child

• Have timed practices at home – 15 minutes including 

planning and checking

• Help your child identity the Purpose, Audience, 

Context and Tone for each situational writing exercise.

• Help your child to look for the key information in the 

pictures.
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CONTINUOUS 
WRITING
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Continuous Writing

Purpose and Intent

• Write creatively for a variety of purposes, audiences, 

contexts and cultures

• Develop, organise and express ideas coherently, 
cohesively, creatively and critically in writing
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Continuous Writing
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EL FEL

Content 20 marks 15 marks

Language 20 marks 15 marks

Total 40 marks 30 marks



Continuous Writing

◦Content

◦the relevance of  ideas and storyline based on a given topic

◦Language

◦grammar, vocabulary, paragraphing, punctuation etc. 





Continuous Writing
Content

• Fully relevant ideas

• Highly interesting and thoroughly-developed composition

Language

• Language is accurate with hardly any errors in grammar, 

expression, spelling and punctuation

• Wide and appropriate use of  vocabulary

• Very good sequencing, paragraphing and linking of  ideas and facts



PSLE 2018
- Group project

- Group Presentation

- Cooking competition

- Surprise for Mother

- Team sport e.g. 

basketball

Please refer to PSLE 2018 Paper 1 Question Paper

Write a composition of  at least 150 words about teamwork.





Writing in GDPS

Continuous Writing 

Packages



Examples of  Writing 
Skills Taught

◦Building Suspense – Magic of  3



Examples of  Writing 
Skills Taught

◦Characterisation – S.T.E.A.L



Writing in GDPS

QuickWrite
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The Write 

Project

- Pupils are invited 

to submit their 

writing and 

selected pieces will 

be published. 
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How you can help your child

• Have timed practices at home – 50 minutes including 

planning and checking

• Depending on your child’s areas of  improvement:

- plan various storylines 

- build vocabulary (emotions & settings)



Building Vocabulary 

• Range of  emotions e.g. anger, fear, happiness, sadness etc. 

Tell-Sentence Show-Sentences 

Mdm Nora was furious 

with me. 

With her arms akimbo and 

eyebrow furrowed, Mdm Nora 

glared at me.



Building Vocabulary 

• Different settings e.g. canteen, classroom, stadium, train 

station, park etc. 

Tell-Sentence Show-Sentences 

I was at the crowded 

canteen.

The mouth-watering aroma of  Tom Yum noodles 

filled my nostrils even before I reached the canteen. I 

could already hear utensils clanking and pupils 

chattering and laughing. I quickened my pace but my 

heart sank upon seeing the long snaking lines at my 

favourite stall. 



How you can help your child

• Read model compositions with your child, paying 

attention to writing styles and descriptive phrases

• Encourage your child to apply the writing strategies 

they have learnt in class for their practice pieces 

(refer to writing packages)

• Cultivate a reading habit – A good reader makes a good 

writer



READING 
COMPREHENSION

OPEN-ENDED
35



EL Paper 2 Booklet B
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Components No. of  Items Marks

Grammar Cloze 10 10

Editing 12 10

Comprehension Cloze 15 15

Synthesis & Transformation 5 10

Comprehension 5 20



Assessment Objectives

• Process and understand age-appropriate texts by 

focusing on literal and inferential meaning

• Analyse, evaluate and appreciate age-level texts by 

focusing on implied meaning, higher-order thinking 

and judgement
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3 Levels of  Reading Comprehension Skills

Evaluation

Inferential

Literal
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Literal Questions

◦Require pupils to locate 

and identify ideas 

explicitly stated in the 

text 
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Examples: 

‘Where did James find the wallet?’

‘Which two-word phrase shows that 

Peter had not taken his medicine?’



Inferential Questions

◦Require pupils to use 

information from the 

text and prior 

knowledge as a basis for 

conjectures and 

hypotheses
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Examples: 

‘Do you think Kay realised his mistake 

at the end of  the story? Support your 

answer with information from the text.’

‘What does  Ryan’s reaction to the news 

tell us about him?’

Look at the table below. What do the 

words in the left column refer to in the 

passage? Write your answer  in the 

column on the right. 
Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

it (line 21)

that (line 27)



Evaluation Questions

◦Require pupils to make 
an evaluative judgement 
by comparing ideas 
presented in the text
and their world 
knowledge, experience 
and values

41

Examples: 

‘Explain fully with information from the text 

why it was wrong for John to steal the lost of  

bread to feed his family.’

Based on the story, state whether each statement 

in the table below is true or false, then give one 

reason why you think so. 

True/False Reason

Roger always did well for his 

tests when Miss Wilson was in 

school.

Roger and his classmates lay on 

the floor to rest.



3 Levels of  Reading Comprehension Skills

Evaluation

Inferential

Literal

42

Requires pupil to make an evaluative 

judgement by comparing ideas presented 

in the text and their world knowledge, 

experience and values

Requires students to use information 

from the text and prior knowledge as a 

basis for conjectures and hypotheses

Requires students to locate and identify 

ideas explicitly stated in the text 
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Reading Comprehension 

in GDPS

P5 Comprehension 

Booklets -
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Reading Comprehension 

in GDPS

P6 Comprehension 

Booklets -



REFERENCING 
QUESTIONS

46



How to identify a referencing question?

> You are given a referent e.g. it, there

> It is usually in a table form

E.g.

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

there (line 30)



WHAT TO DO
Step 1

Find the word or phrase correctly in the 
passage

E.g. there (line 30)

 Check that you are looking at the correct line.

 It is usually in bold letters in the passage.



WHAT TO DO
Step 2

Be specific in your answer

All of  us knew about the wild honeydew patch that lay 

neglected halfway between the school and the village where 

most of  us lived. The honeydews that grew there were very 

small and never ripened.

E.g.         there (line 30) honeydew patch 



WHAT TO DO
Step 3

Look before AND after the word or 
phrase 

Sometimes the answer can be located a few sentences 

before/after the word/phrase.



WHAT TO DO
Step 4

Fill in the answer

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

there (line 7) the wild honeydew patch



HOW TO FIND THE ANSWERS?



STEP 1
LOCATE THE WORD/PHRASE IN THE PASSAGE

As I  emerged from the bushes, I noticed Sarah weeping by the honeydew patch. “I 

can’t find my honeydew! Somebody has taken it!” she cried when she saw me.

I bowed my head guiltily and confessed in a small voice, “It was me. I was the one.”

“The fruit was for my little sister, Mandy,” Sarah sobbed. “It’s her birthday today 

and I know she would love to have a little taste of  honeydew. Now I have nothing to give 

her.”

PSLE 2015



STEP 1
LOCATE THE WORD/PHRASE IN THE PASSAGE

Qn: Look at the table below. What do the words in 

the left column refer to in the passage? 

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

the one (lines 30)



STEP 1
LOCATE THE WORD/PHRASE IN THE PASSAGE

As I  emerged from the bushes, I noticed Sarah weeping by the honeydew patch. “I 

can’t find my honeydew! Somebody has taken it!” she cried when she saw me.

I bowed my head guiltily and confessed in a small voice, “It was me. I was the one.”

“The fruit was for my little sister, Mandy,” Sarah sobbed. “It’s her birthday today 

and I know she would love to have a little taste of  honeydew. Now I have nothing to give 

her.”

PSLE 2015

The referent is 

usually in bold



STEP 2
IDENTIFY WHETHER THE WORD/PHRASE 

REFERS TO A NOUN OR AN ACTION
As I  emerged from the bushes, I noticed Sarah weeping by the honeydew 

patch. “I can’t find my honeydew! Somebody has taken it!” she cried when she saw 
me.

I bowed my head guiltily and confessed in a small voice, “It was me. I was  
the one.”

“The fruit was for my little sister, Mandy,” Sarah sobbed. “It’s her birthday 
today and I know she would love to have a little taste of  honeydew. Now I have 
nothing to give her.”

PSLE 2015

It’s a noun



STEP 3
READ THE SENTENCES BEFORE AND AFTER 

THE WORD/PHRASE
As I  emerged from the bushes, I noticed 

Sarah weeping by the honeydew patch. “I can’t find 
my honeydew! Somebody has taken it!” she cried 
when she saw me.

I bowed my head guiltily and confessed 
in a small voice, “It was me. I was the one.”

“The fruit was for my little sister, Mandy,” 
Sarah sobbed. “It’s her birthday today and I know she 
would love to have a little taste of  honeydew. Now I 
have nothing to give her.”

PSLE 2015

Someone had taken the honeydew.

My annotation

The writer felt guilty and confessed.

The writer had taken the honeydew. 



STEP 4
TRANSFER THE ANSWER AND REPHRASE IF 

NECESSARY 

As I  emerged from the bushes, I noticed Sarah weeping by the 

honeydew patch. “I can’t find my honeydew! Somebody has taken it!” she 

cried when she saw me.

I bowed my head guiltily and confessed in a small voice, “It was me. I 

was the one.”

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

the one (lines 30) somebody has taken it



STEP 4
TRANSFER THE ANSWER AND REPHRASE IF 

NECESSARY 

 pronoun too general and does not fit ‘the one’

 ‘the person’ is a better replacement

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

the one (lines 30) somebody has taken it



STEP 4
TRANSFER THE ANSWER AND REPHRASE IF 

NECESSARY 

 unclear what ‘it’ refers to

 again, not specific

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

the one (lines 30) somebody has taken it



STEP 4
TRANSFER THE ANSWER AND REPHRASE IF 

NECESSARY 

CORRECT ANSWER:

Word(s) from the passage What the word(s) refer(s) to

the one (lines 30) the person who took the honeydew



TRUE / FALSE 
QUESTIONS

62



True / False Questions

◦Compare written sources of  information (in the question) 

with what is stated in the text to before judgement towards 

agreement and disagreement; and completeness and 

incompleteness.
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True / False Questions
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PSLE 2020 PSLE 2019



True / False Questions

65

Read
• Read the given statement carefully. Highlight 

key words

Search • Search for proof  that agrees or disagrees with the 
statement

Explain • Explain and phrase your 
sentence clearly.

Check • Repeat the above steps to 
check your answers again.



Bryan was thankful for his best friend. As they were friends since

kindergarten, Ivan knew how badly Bryan had stuttered. He was subjected to

many years of ridicule and humiliation. Because of that, Bryan learnt not to

speak up in class and avoided public speaking altogether. Even though speech

therapy had improved his speech by leaps and bounds, he only dared to speak

to his family and closest friends.

66

True / False Reason

Bryan still spoke with 

a bad stutter, even 

after speech therapy. 
True

Ivan knew how badly Bryan 

had stuttered.

Incorrect 

evidence



Bryan was thankful for his best friend. As they were friends since

kindergarten, Ivan knew how badly Bryan had stuttered. He was subjected to

many years of ridicule and humiliation. Because of that, Bryan learnt not to

speak up in class and avoided public speaking altogether. Even though speech

therapy had improved his speech by leaps and bounds, he only dared to speak

to his family and closest friends.
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True / False Reason

Bryan still spoke with 

a bad stutter, even 

after speech therapy. 
False

Bryan did not speak with a 

bad stutter. 

Merely stating the 

opposite.



Bryan was thankful for his best friend. As they were friends since

kindergarten, Ivan knew how badly Bryan had stuttered. He was subjected to

many years of ridicule and humiliation. Because of that, Bryan learnt not to

speak up in class and avoided public speaking altogether. Even though speech

therapy had improved his speech by leaps and bounds, he only dared to speak

to his family and closest friends.
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True / False Reason

Bryan still spoke with 

a bad stutter, even 

after speech therapy. 
False

 

Speech therapy had improved 

Bryan's speech by leaps and 

bounds.



“Hey, B… B…Bryan! Why d…d…didn’t you s… s… say anything?”

Shawn called out mockingly when class had ended. Used to his taunts and

snickers, Bryan ignored him as he packed his belongings.
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True / False Reason

Shawn knew that 

Bryan had a stutter. True

Shawn made fun of  Bryan by 

stuttering. / Shawn called out 

mockingly to Bryan when the 

class ended.

Use of  Proper Nouns instead 

of  pronouns.



“Stop it, Shawn!” snapped Ivan as he steered Bryan out of the

classroom. Bryan sighed deeply. Shawn had claimed that since Bryan was so

afraid of speaking up, he would present their project to the class. However,

Shawn insisted that Bryan had to do the rest of the work Bryan wished he

could do something to stop Shawn from taking advantage of him.

True / False Reason

Ivan was a good 

friend to Bryan True

Shawn did not prepare for 

the presentation.
“Stop it, Shawn!” snapped 

Ivan as he steered Bryan out 

of  the classroom.



Lifting / Including 

dialogues in answers.



“Stop it, Shawn!” snapped Ivan as he steered Bryan out of the

classroom. Bryan sighed deeply. Shawn had claimed that since Bryan was so

afraid of speaking up, he would present their project to the class. However,

Shawn insisted that Bryan had to do the rest of the work Bryan wished he

could do something to stop Shawn from taking advantage of him.

True / False Reason

Ivan was a good 

friend to Bryan True
Ivan stopped Shawn from 

mocking Bryan.

 



Answering True / False Questions

◦ Avoid giving direct opposite statement.  Look for proof  in the passage

◦ Avoid using pronouns such as ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘it’, ‘they’ etc. in the first instance.  

Mention the noun clearly.

- E.g. She screamed the moment when she fell off  the chair.  

◦ Avoid lifting sentences and dialogues from the passage.  Rewrite them in your 

own words.

◦ .
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Jaime



How you can help your child

• Get your child to reading widely, consistently and exposing your child to a 

wide variety of  text types and general knowledge helps expand his/her prior 

knowledge. 

• Take a look at the types of  questions and see which ones your child needs some 

help with and provide them with practice to answer those questions with 

rigour.

• Ensure your child annotate the key words and ideas in the question stems as 

they practise answering comprehension questions
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